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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a driving means from securing 
too large moving amount, to avoid a waste time and to realize high 
speed operation by calculating the moving amount of a focusing lens by 
using the reciprocal of a contrast value. 

SOLUTION: A CPU 7 extracts a specified area being an area for 
calculating the contrast value inside an entire image area first. Then, 
the CPU 7 obtains the respective contrast values of all the picture 
elements constituting the specified area. The sum total of the contrast 
values is defined as X. Then, the moving amount W of the focusing lens 
2 is calculated by W=G/X. G is a constant which can be optionally set 
in accordance with a photographing condition. The first movement of 
the lens 2 is realized by reading out a moving direction D(0) and the 
moving amount W(0) from a memory 6 and designating the result to a 
motor driving part 8 by the CPU 7. When the movement is finished, the 
contrast value X(1) is calculated again and substituted in W=G/X so as 
to calculate the second moving amount W(1) of the lens 2. 
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